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university | presidential search

Perry chosen as next president
Campus
receptive
to new
president

William Perry named
next president at
end of Eastern’s
presidential search
By Ashley Rueff
Senior University Reporter

Bill Perry of Texas A&M
University will succeed President
Lou Hencken as Eastern’s tenth
sitting president.
The Board of Trustees
introduced
Perry
Tuesday
afternoon at a special board
meeting as Eastern’s next
president, pending the signing
of an employment agreement.
Perry’s five-year-contract includes
a $260,000 yearly salary and a
$32,289 housing allowance.
Perry followed Hencken into
the University Ballroom of the
Martin Luther King Jr. University
Union and approached the podium
following his introduction.
“Thank you to the board and
to the committee for a wonderful
search process that has led me to
this place to be with you,” Perry
said. “The opportunity to serve
Eastern Illinois University is one
I look forward to with the utmost
enthusiasm and energy.”
The Board of Trustees chose
Perry from three candidates
recommended by the presidential
search advisory committee. The
other two candidates were Blair
Lord, Eastern’s provost and vice
president for academic affairs,
and Sue Kiefer Hammersmith,
provost and vice chancellor for
academic affairs at the University
of Wisconsin at Green Bay.
“He’s the right man for this
time,” said Julie Nimmons, Board
of Trustees member. “We had three
excellent candidates, but he’s the

By Marco Santana
Campus Editor

university faces.”
Also at the meeting, Perry, 61,
was approved as a professor with
tenure in the mathematics and
computer sciences department at
Eastern.

Diana ZuHone’s first meeting
with William Perry was not
planned.
ZuHone, an adviser for judicial
affairs, arrived early to an open
forum March 19 for faculty to meet
Perry – a candidate for Eastern’s
presidency at the time.
Before the forum began,
Perry walked up to ZuHone and
introduced himself.
The act gave ZuHone a good
impression of Perry.
On Tuesday, Perry was introduced as the next president of
Eastern at the Board of Trustees
meeting. He will take over for
retiring president Lou Hencken on
July 1.
Jeff Cooley, the vice president for
business affairs, said he is looking
forward to working with Perry.
“He will be an excellent fit for
the institution,” he said. “He was
very knowledgeable about the
university. Not just the numbers,
but the culture as well.”
Cooley has worked at Eastern
for 23 years and has now been
through four presidential searches.

»

»

Nora maberry | the daily eastern news

New Eastern President William Perry walks to the Board of Trustees meeting with current President Lou
Hencken outside of  Old Main on Tuesday. Perry was announced as president at the Board of Trustees
meeting on Tuesday and will take over as Eastern’s chief administrator on July 1.
right man for this time.”
Board Chair Leo Welch said
there was an immediate connection
between Perry and the board. His
eagerness to be involved with
Eastern attracted the board to him.
“When you interview a candidate
and he knows more than you do

(about the campus), it gives you
pause,” joked Robert Webb, chair
of the search committee and vice
chair of the board. “We felt he was
the best match for the university at
this particular time. He can provide
the kind of leadership that would
help us meet the challenges that the

see New president, Page 6

see Reaction, Page 5

city | crime

Jackson found guilty, sentenced to 20 years

Former National Guard
member convicted
in 2005 stabbing of
Eastern student
By Stephen Di Benedetto
Senior City Reporter

Patrick Jackson claimed that he
was innocent, but Circuit Judge
Gary Jacobs disagreed.
Jacobs sentenced Jackson to a
total of 20 years in prison Monday
after a jury in February found him
guilty of attacking Eastern student
Ryan Ann Fitzgibbons with a knife
on Sept. 15, 2005 at the Brittany
Ridge apartment complex.

Jackson prepared a statement
declaring his innocence after the
decision was announced, but Jacobs
decided to read it aloud because he
felt Jackson “might take it too far,”
as reported in the Charleston TimesCourier.
“I don’t find the jury verdict
inappropriate,”
Jacobs
said.
“It seemed to me it was clearly
supported by the evidence.”
Jackson, 26, of Lovington was
found guilty on charges of armed
violence, home invasion and
aggravated battery.
He was on leave from National
Guard duty and was living at
the Brittany Ridge apartment
complex.
Fitzgibbons was 21 at the time
and also lived in the complex.

Patrick Jackson was convicted in
February of stabbing an Eastern
student in September 2005.

She reported waking to find
a man laying in bed with her,
with a knife in his possession.
Fitzgibbons said she was stabbed
in several places and the man fled
the apartment after her roommate
discovered him.
Jackson was later identified in
a police line-up of suspects. Police
also found a shirt with bloodstains
on it in Jackson’s apartment. The
blood matched Fitzgibbons’ DNA.
“There was DNA evidence and
there was an eyewitness that had
him at the scene,” Jacobs said. “So I
think (the evidence) was very, very
strong.”
Jackson was sentenced to serve
10 years for the armed violence
charge, seven years for the home
invasion charge and three years for

the aggravated battery charge.
Jacobs said each sentence is set
to run consecutively.
“There is a question to whether
or not the separate offenses would
merge as one crime or not,” said
Defense Attorney Scott Lerner on
whether he agreed with Jacobs’
decision.
Lerner said Jackson’s statement
after the decision was not the ideal
thing to say, but said he had a right
to say it.
“It is his own life he is dealing
with here,” Lerner said.
He said Jackson has filed
motions for a new sentence hearing
before Monday and plans to appeal
the sentencing decision to the

»

see Jackson, Page 5
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campus | new sorority

Minority group hopes
to diversify Greek life
Multicultural
organization hopes
to become Eastern's
newest sorority
By Stacy Smith

Crystal perez | junior english major

“We're just trying to bring more options
to the minority population. We're trying
to bring more diversity to campus because
let's face it, the numbers are not there.”
The organization first came
about when some of the members
were informed of the multicultural
sorority Sigma Lambda Gamma.
It was founded on the campus
of Sacramento State University in
1986. Sigma Lambda Gamma was
formed by a group of minority
students because they felt the
Greek community did not meet the
needs of their ethnic backgrounds.
Sigma Lambda Gamma was an
organization that women believed
in and could feel comfortable being
apart of, while bringing diversity to
campus, Perez said.
“Inner-city kids may not be
thinking outside the box, but this is
something that can relate to them,”
she said. “When you bring a kid here
and they don’t think college is for
them, but then they find out they
grew up in the same neighborhood,
or went to the same high school as
some of the members, and it gets
them interested.”
Although the group has only
experienced minor problems with
communication, everyone has been
working hard to accomplish their
goal.
However, the group had an
extended
meeting
discussing
leadership roles and how to progress
the organization.
Another struggle is setting
up events that will have a large

attendance capacity, said Katherine
Contreras, a junior elementary
education major and historian of
Esperanza.
“We progress a lot more when
we work together; a lot more gets
accomplished,” Contreras said.
Although the organization was
founded by Latinas, everyone is
invited to join.
“When joining a sorority you
have to find your fit,” Perez said.
“It’s like a pair of pants. You find
that one and you have to buy it.”
With the RSO quickly
progressing, plans for next year
include a beauty pageant, a talent
show and a Halloween party.
“The campus isn’t that culturally
diverse,” said Marcella Cadena, a
freshman elementary education
major and treasurer of Esperanza.
“I am Latina and it’s something I
really wanted to see on campus.”
Even though the Greek
community has given Esperanza
support, they realize that some
students may have a negative image
of the organization.
“It’s
something
different,”
Cadena said. “A lot of people
don’t like to take different into
consideration.”
Cadena said the organization has
been extremely beneficial because it
has helped her make new friends
with a common interest.

Pet food recall extends into Canada
FDA detects more
tainted brands in
Ontario plant
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON _ The pet food
recall expanded further Tuesday
to include products made at a
Canadian factory recently found to
have used an ingredient tainted by
an industrial chemical.
Menu Foods previously had
recalled only cat and dog food
made at its plants in New Jersey and
Kansas, saying they were its only
facilities to have taken delivery of
imported wheat gluten later found
contaminated with melamine.
However,
Menu
Foods
discovered Monday that some of the
tainted wheat gluten had made it to
Canada. It was prompted to account
for the ingredient by the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration, which
told the company that tests had
detected the chemical in pet foods
made at its Streetsville, Ontario,
plant.
Menu spokesman Sam Bornstein
said the amount accounted for
just 1 percent of the adulterated
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A multicultural organization is
on the verge of becoming a sorority
on campus.
Made up of about 15
members,
the
Recognized
Student Organization is known as
Esperanza.
“We decided to name the
organization Esperanza because it
means 'hope' in English and we
really hope to make it part of Greek
Life,” said Crystal Perez, junior
English major and public relations
chair of Esperanza.
Before finalizing the RSO into
the Greek community, members
of Esperanza have to go through a
series of processes.
For instance, they select
members, complete paperwork,
maintain a 2.5 GPA, pay an
individual fee of $65 and a group
fee of $125.
The deadline for all submitted
information is June 1 and nationals
will decide if Esperanza will become
a chapter or colony.
In order to start a chapter, an
RSO must be approved and have
15 women involved, while colonies
have 10 women.
“We’re just trying to bring more
options to the minority population,”
Perez said. “We’re trying to bring
more diversity to campus because,
let’s face it, the numbers are just not
there.”

Production staff

Pet food recall
Royal Canin Canada’s Medi-Cal Feline
Dissolution Formula canned diet.

Chinese wheat gluten purchased by
Menu Foods.
It was used in pet foods made in
December and January.
Among the products covered
by the expanded recall is Royal
Canin Canada’s Medi-Cal Feline
Dissolution Formula canned diet,
made by Menu Foods and sold only
through veterinarians.
A single production lot contained
the contaminated wheat gluten, the
company said.
“After being repeatedly reassured
by Menu Foods, as reinforced by
FDA public statements, that none
of the contaminated wheat gluten
had made its way to Canada, we
were completely shocked to learn
yesterday that this was not the
case,” Xavier Unkovic, Royal Canin
Canada’s chief executive officer, said
in a statement.
Menu Foods was the first of at
least six companies to recall pet food
and treats made with the tainted
Chinese wheat gluten.

It alone has recalled 100 brands
of pet foods, sold throughout
North America under its private
and major labels. It posted Tuesday
an updated list of recalled products
on its Web site, http://menufoods.
com/recall/.
The FDA has blocked wheat
gluten imports from a Chinese
company while it investigates how
melamine could have contaminated
the vegetable protein.
This week, a large veterinary
hospital chain says it recorded
a 30 percent increase in kidney
failure among cats during the three
months that pet food contaminated
with melamine was sold.
Those results were reported
Monday by Banfield, The Pet
Hospital, based upon an analysis of
records collected by its more than
615 veterinary clinics.
The analysis suggests that out
of every 10,000 cats and dogs seen
in Banfield clinics, three developed
kidney failure during the time pet
food contaminated with melamine,
a chemical used to make plastic
kitchenware, countertops, fertilizers
and flame retardants, was on the
market. The chemical appears to
have been more toxic to cats than
to dogs.
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Campus | Asian Heritage

Asian
Music
explored

campusbriefs
Suspect on trial for 1999
murder of Eastern student

By Dan Koteski
Staff Reporter

Names Eastern students might
associate with Akon: Gwen Stefani,
Snoop Dogg and Eminem. But
MC Mong?
The Sigma Alpha Iota music
fraternity presented “Music of
Modern Asia” in the Martin
Luther King Jr. Union on Tuesday.
Fraternity
members
showed
popular music videos in the
Kelly Marie Crement| The Daily Eastern News
Asian continent and students and
faculty compared and contrasted Rachel McConnell, a senior public and international relations major, talks about the similarities between Asian
Asian styles with North American and American music styles in the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union on Tuesday night.
ones. The event was part of Asian
Heritage Month.
The fraternity selected the Asian by Chinese rapper Alan Luo as Shania Twain. Wandering in an rapper’s head was transposed on cats
videos after researching Billboard thoroughly imitative of American open field, she admired ponds and and house knick-knacks in various
Chart equivalents in India, China, music. Old-school, deadpan rapping let the wind make a cape of her scenes. Symbolizing his confusing
Japan and South Korea.
complemented a heavy, consistent dress.
love life, numeric computer data
They first played the video bass beat reminiscent of American
“Ice Cream” by Korean rapper visuals encircled his head in one
for a song by The Gadget Guy, a hip-hop of the mid-1990’s. Midway MC Mong rounded out the scene.
Punjab Indian singer. Indian and through, a country-western themed Asian videos shown. Unlike Luo’s
McConnell said the surrealism
American influences abounded, as segment suddenly interrupted monotone rapping, a smooth reminded her of several videos by
men in full Hindu dress danced on random, futuristic images.
cadence marked Mong’s delivery. rapper Missy Elliot.
a rocky hill over fast-tempo, techno
In contrast to the American The video revealed a lost-love story
McConnell and Crystal Johnson,
background music.
emphasis on street credibility in over a bouncy, feel-good beat with a first-year graduate student pursuing
Rachel
McConnell,
vice rap music, clean-cut Luo and helium background vocals, an music composition, concluded
president of ritual in Sigma Alpha several back-up dancers performed ever-present technique in songs that most Americans inaccurately
Iota and event presenter, said that choreography in unison.
produced by popular American assume Asian contemporary music
while Asian music can be as diverse“It reminds me of a Backstreet beat-makers such as Kanye West remains traditional in sound.
sounding as North American Boy video,” said Julia Morss, a junior and Eminem.
Johnson
said
Americans
music, techno is wildly popular in English major and Asian American
Presenters later showed this continue to associate Asian music
the continent.
Association representative.
technique in the video for “Lonely” with slow, simplistic sounds found
“Techno’s really big right now,”
The video for a soft piano ballad by R&B singer Akon.
in samurai movies.
McConnell said.
by Japanese pop singer Kayonagi
Surreal images carried the “Ice
“They have moved beyond the
Students interpreted a video drew comparisons to Shakira and Cream” video throughout. The atonal scale,” Johnson said.

Senate member seats are shoo-ins
Most seats uncontested
in student government
elections
By Matt Hopf
Student Government Reporter

Cole Rogers, student vice
president for student affairs, is the
only candidate running for Student
Body President during next week’s
Student Government Elections.
Rogers said he was excited at
becoming the next student body
president.
“I’m a little disappointed that
fewer people are getting involved in
Student Government,” he said.
His plan is to change that.
All candidates for the election
were required to turn in their ballots
last Friday by noon.
Only three positions have
opposition: student executive vice
president, student vice president
for business affairs and student vice
president for academic affairs.
There were no contested seats in
the Student Senate.
Levi Bulgar, student vice
president for business affairs, and
senate member Kent Ohms are
both running for student executive

vice president.
“It’s kind of daunting running
as an independent,” Ohms said. “I
feel I am the most qualified, so I
thought I’d throw my name in and
make a run,” Ohms said.
Student Senate member Leah
Pietraszewski and accounting major
Gabriela Garcia are running for
student vice president for business
affairs.
Student Senate member Rich
Higginbotham is running against
elementary education major Crystal
Perez.
During the fall elections,
allegations of fraud were brought
up because some polls were left
unmanned.
Senate
candidates
Chris
Kromphardt and Tori Frazier
contested the election and were
later offered an open seat, but both
declined.
Chad
Quinones,
graduate
assistant in charge of the elections,
said that the big problem with
the fall elections was students not
staying at the polls.
Students would leave the polls
early in order to make it to class on
time.
Organizations are being asked
to help with the elections so more
people get involved with the
process.
At last week’s senate meeting,

Candidates for student
government
Student Body President
Cole D. Rogers (SUP)

On-Campus Student Senate
Tyson Holder (Student United Party)
Ashley Hoogstraten (Student United Party)

Student executive vice president

Patrick Lindstrom (Student United Party)

Kent Ohms (Independent)

Samantha Neil (Student United Party)

Levi Bulgar (Student United Party)

Angelina Montleon (Student United Party)
Jen Wedig (Student united Party)

Student vice president for academic
affairs

Off-Campus Student Senate

Alison Kostelich (Student United Party)

Erik N. Ronney (Student United Party)
Adam Martinelli (Student United Party)
Dave Keyes (Student United Party)

Student vice president for business
affairs
Leah Pietraszewski (Student United Party)
Gabriela Garcia (Democrat)

At Large Student Senate
Jonathan Whigham (Student United Party)
Tiffany Turner (Student United Party)
Dan O’Farrell (Student United Party)

Student vice president for student
affairs

Ashley Marrinson (Student United Party)
Rico Guerra (Student United Party)

Rich Higginbotham (Student United Party)

» After seven years of leads, dead
ends and mistakes, the trial for the
murder of a former Eastern student is
under way.
A jury has been chosen, the
prosecution and defense have
presented their opening arguments and
witnesses have taken the stand.
Edward Phillips, of Mount Sterling,
is on trial for the murder of Amy
Blumberg, of Collinsville.
Blumberg was a family and
consumer sciences major and Sigma
Kappa member at Eastern. She was
shot in the head on Dec. 31, 1999 while
working at her uncle’ s dance apparel
store in O’Fallon.
In their opening arguments, the
prosecution said they have consistent
evidence that will prove that Edward
Phillips did murder Amy Blumberg, as
reported in the Charleston JournalGazette.
Phillips’ defense team is claiming
reasonable doubt and said they will
show that someone else could have
murdered Blumberg.
On April 4, Dawn Ritchey, Phillips’
ex-wife, was brought to the St. Clair
County Court House to testify because
of the information she gave to the
police that linked Phillips to the
dance apparel store on the night of
Blumberg’s murder.
Ritchey has denied using the murder
tip as an advantage in her divorce case.
Phillips will be held at the St. Clair
County Jail during the trial, which is
expected to last about two weeks.
-Lauren Krull, Associate News Editor

Finalists compete tonight in
Bock Public Speaking contest

»Five contestants will compete
tonight for $300 in the Bock Public
Speaking Contest.
The first-place winner will receive
$300, second-place will win $200 and
the third-place winner will get $100.
Seniors Kristen DeVito (recycling),
Douglas McIntosh (healthy lifestyles)
and Sondra Hess (grass-fed animals),
and juniors Dan Cotter (abolishing
racism) and Andrew Wilder (smoking
bans) will compete in tonight’s final at 7
p.m. in the Coleman Hall Auditorium.
All contestants are communication
studies majors.
-Marco Santana, Campus Editor

Spring 2007 Sidewalk Sale
begins April 16th:

»

Textbook Rental Service is having
its semi-annual sidewalk sale this
week. Discarded textbooks will be sold
Monday, April 16 through Friday, April
20 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The Friday special will offer $5 per
box with a current Eastern student ID.

Crystal Perez (Democrat)

senate Speaker Jeff Lange told
members to sign up for one shift at
a polling place.
Anyone running for a position,
though, may not work at a polling
place.
There will be a Student

Government debate at 7 p.m.
Thursday in the Bridge Lounge
in the Martin Luther King Jr.
University Union.
The election will be April 16-17,
and the results will be announced at
the April 18 senate meeting.

Comments | Corrections |
events

To report any errors, local events or
general suggestions for future editions
please contact our news editor, Cathy
Bayer, via:
Phone | 581-7942,
E-mail | DENnewsdesk@gmail.com
Office visit | 1811 Buzzard Hall.
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your views | letters to the editor

Community pays more
for events than students
I would like to bring up a point of
fact as to who is really paying for any
so-called rejections or campus activities in
general. It is a fact, and you can check at
the Finance Department like I did if you
doubt this, that if you, your parents or a
scholarship is paying for 100 % of your
tuition, that this is just about one third of
the actual cost of attending Eastern Illinois
University. The other two thirds of that
cost for your attendance is being made up
in the form of state taxes by these so called
“community members” who you would like
to see charged to attend Eastern functions.
Also, these so called “community
members” pay these taxes year, after year,
after year to keep this facility open so these
functions can be held. Not just for any one
individual’s four years of schooling.
Knowing this, it would seem to me that
a “community member” and that person’s
“young children” should have about two
dibs to a student’s one when it comes to
grabbing seats for attendance. I don’t know
about other people’s taxes, but I know I pay
a heck of a lot more than any $102.03 per
semester ($26.68 which is appropriated to
the Apportionment Board) in state taxes
to keep this campus up and running, and
I don’t think that I should have to pay to
attend a “free” function that I am helping to
pay for.
Mike Adair |
Eastern employee and community member

Americans are free
to flunk their classes
Get a 3.0 or go? Are you kidding
me? First and foremost, there is no shortage
of soldiers in the American military. Even
during this time of war, numbers are high.
The reason for instituting a draft is
simple, to provide soldiers to support a
war effort when the military needs greater
numbers. The draft is not a scare tactic to
frighten Americans into studying or working
40 hours per week, as Mr. Prefontaine
suggests.
If you choose to fail every class and
spend your time “distracted by Anna Nicole
Smith’s breasts” then so be it! I hardly think
that allowing your GPA dip below a 3.0 is
reason enough to be forced into military
service. What percentage of this campus
would be shipping off to basic training
after this semester’s grades are posted? My
guess is that Charleston would be a lot less
populated next fall. This is America, and
we are free to achieve whatever GPA we
decide to work for because of the brave men
and women who are willing to volunteer to
defend us.
Kevin Jackson | Junior business major

Featured blogger
"If you are entirely stressed out
and need something to calm your
nerves, rent out ‘Wizards’ and be
prepared to laugh your ass off.
Plus try to comprehend its hippy
message about
science and
technology."
kevin kenealy

ourview

Perry will be good president
Dr. William Perry was named the 10th
sitting Eastern president on Tuesday.
The Daily Eastern News would like to
welcome President Perry to Eastern’s campus.
Perry takes over as Eastern’s chief
administrator on July 1.
Perry, 61, has worked for 36 years in
Texas.
He has been with Texas A&M University
in College Station, Texas, since 1971.
He has served as vice provost, a tenured
professor in mathematics, executive associate
provost, dean of faculties and associate
provost, associate dean for academic affairs
and associate head of the department of
mathematics.
Texas A&M has 45,000 students.
Eastern’s student population is
approximately 12,000.
However, when Perry started at A&M,
the student population was 13,000.
Perry has followed universities through
population increases and will be able to
transition if Eastern’s student population
continues to grow, which it will.
Perry brings the mentality that comes
from working at a larger university that
will benefit Eastern and bring it into the
forefront of education.
Texas A&M offers degrees in 150 courses
and has 10 colleges, including: Agriculture
and Life Sciences, Architecture, Business,
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Education, Engineering, Geosciences,
Liberal Arts, Science, Veterinary medicine
and Government and Public Service.
By comparison, Eastern currently offers
58 majors.
Building Eastern to a competitive
university means bringing in more degree
programs, something Perry has experienced
at Texas A&M.
Perry is eager and willing to work to bring
Eastern to the top of Illinois universities.
“I’m excited about Eastern Illinois
University and I’m excited about the
opportunity,” said Perry.
Eastern should be excited about
the opportunity Perry will bring to the
university.
While Perry will bring fresh ideas to
campus, one person who will help him and
cannot be overlooked during the transition

other University views | northern illinois university

There is a tragedy happening right
beneath our noses. The men and women
returning from the military service are not
receiving adequate attention.
Walter Reed Hospital has been the
subject of much media coverage lately and
the situation there will be rectified, but
other issues persist.
Junior journalism major Ilona Meagher
is on a crusade in the fight for greater
awareness of veterans suffering posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD). She is
on a valiant mission and the military she is
lobbying for needs your help.
Of the people returning from the Iraq
war, 70,000 are suffering from some form
of PTSD. This number does not account
for those who are undiagnosed, which is
often a problem with this disorder.
Whether or not you agree that the Iraq

war is irrelevant, we owe these men and
women more than we can give. It is our
responsibility to make sure these soldiers
are able to transition back into society.
The way veterans return home in waves,
much like the Vietnam War, makes for a
less glorified homecoming.
Instead of a parade as in WWII,
returning vets make many less-thanglorified stopovers on their trip home.
Returning home is a dangerous and scary
time for them, and they need your support.
Be proactive and get informed on the
plight of veterans. Take that information
and show your elected officials they are
protected when they make tough fiscal
decisions.
If you know someone that has fought
for our country, thank them. We appreciate
their services.

process is Blair Lord, Eastern’s provost and
vice president for academic affairs.
While Lord was not named Eastern’s
new president, Lord is a vital part of the
university and has been for the past six
years, working on behalf of Eastern students
in Springfield and working with various
members of the campus community to make
Eastern an institution of higher learning in
the state of Illinois.
Lord has dealt with the state government,
other Illinois administrators and the
students, faculty and staff of Eastern since
2001, things Perry has not yet done.
The DEN has no doubt that Lord will
work with Perry in his transition as Eastern’s
new president to help the university grow
into the first choice institution that both
men want it to be.
We are excited to see the changes that
President Perry will bring to Eastern’s
campus.
On Tuesday Perry said, “I am very happy
to be here.” Eastern’s faculty, staff and
students should be very happy that Perry is
at Eastern as well.
The editorial is the majority opinion of The Daily
Eastern News editorial board.
Reach the Opinions editor at
DENopinions@gmail.com.

To comment.....
The Daily Eastern News welcomes
responses to our original content.
For consideration, e-mail letters to
DENopinions@gmail.com.
All letters to the editor may be edited
for accuracy, clarity and length. Letters
250 words or fewer have the best chance
of being published.
Only letters that include a name,
address and phone number that are
verified by The DEN will be considered
for print publication.
You may also choose to join in
conversations taking place online by going
to www.dennews.com.

columnist | maurice tracy

A generation of bandage fanatics
I have just come from the panel
discussion – I am sure you didn’t go because
you didn’t know about it; who cares that it
has been posted on hundreds of flyers all
over campus, or that it has been advertised
on our homepage, or that it was mentioned
in The Daily Eastern News; you just did not
know, right? – on racial slurs hosted by the
Asian American Association.
While many important points were made
and issues were raised, it was one Mr. Tristan
Michael who illuminated a very important
point.
This point is not a newly raised concern,
but it is nonetheless a crucial point when
addressing issues dealing with social
inequalities and social issues.
Tristan pointed to the fact that we always
wait for something big, glaring and ugly to
happen for us to react (Don Smith’s letter,
Imus’ radio comments about the Rutgers’
Women’s Basketball team, an ignorant
person telling Asian students to “go back
to China” over the MASU Leadership
conference held here at Eastern, etc), but
once we react, we quickly bore with the topic
and convince ourselves we have addressed it
enough.
We also only react to these incidents; we
don’t react when it is something that we
see as something small, trivial, or “none-ofour-business” which allows for “mild” or
“complacent” racism to grow unchecked.
Tristan is right. I will go further; by not

checking people, by ignoring and convincing
ourselves that to confront something is to
give weight or credence or “time” to that
particular issue/slur/person/behavior is
to subject ourselves to the social/cultural
version of second-hand smoking.
Moreover, while many are quick to say
that all we do is talk, that there is never
any action, never any suggestions – which,
curiously, those very same people always
seem to fail to offer any suggestions as
well – perhaps the problem is what Tristan
illuminated.
We get exhausted.
Talking ad nauseum about anything,
especially social problems/inequities, is
not particularly fun, but it is sometimes
necessary. We don’t act because we are still
frustrated, to the point of immobility.
People feel as if they have not been
heard, and why would they think otherwise
when the same things, the same injustices,
happen time and time again?
How could the minority student or
individual not sometimes feel the sting
of anger and frustration when they are
frequently greeted with looks in classrooms,
subjected to constant passive-aggressive
means of racism, sexism, homophobia
and elitism, both inside and outside the
classroom, and when they voice their
concerns?
They are constantly met with the “you
misunderstand me,” or “you are taking it the

wrong way,” or “I didn’t mean it that way,”
or the ever popular “It happens to all of us,
get over it” mentalities.
Couple this with the problem that
many people, usually non-minorities, seem
to think that by talking about a problem
for a week or a day has somehow resolved
the issue at hand, and we can now go
back to our MTV, post-Clueless, Arrested
Development lives and feel good about
ourselves because we have “hugged it out,”
and it is no wonder why real action has not
happened. We are a generation of bandage
fanatics.
We want to hide the scar; more to the
point, we don’t want there to be a scar, so,
we bandage ourselves and move on.
We are afraid to just rip the bandage off
and deal with the pain, the anger and the
fall-out and then move on. It is time we got
over that, and it is time we feel the pain, feel
the anger and let it rip; then we will not only
move on, but we will be productive in doing
so.

Maurice
Tracy
Maurice Tracy is an English graduate student. He
can be reached at maurice.tracy@gmail.com
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On March 19, Perry met with faculty,
students and staff in a series of open
forums.
His performance at the forums helped
him land the job.
“He was very personable, very
engaging,” Cooley said. “It’s a learning
process for all of us.”
Cooley said Perry was late to one
meeting because he got caught up talking
to people on the way.
This interaction with people
impressed faculty and students.
“(We are) very pleased for him to be
coming to Eastern,” said Cynthia Nichols,
director of the office of civil rights.
Student senator and political science
major Kent Ohms agreed.
“He’s expressed a desire to have
strong relationships,” he said. “He was
great, very charismatic and wants to talk
to people. That’s a good thing to have as
president.”
Ohms went to the student forum for
Perry and said he thought the 17-member
search committee was thorough.
Because of this, he was confident in
the committee’s decision.
“They did a good job,” he said. “It’s
a five-year decision. They had to make
sure they got it right.”
Perry received an early education on
Eastern. A few days before he was on
campus to be interviewed, Perry rented
a car and visited.
His desire to get to know the campus
impressed Heather Webb, director of
judicial affairs.

Alpha Phi

You’re Invited to join the woman of Alpha Phi

What: A Spring Informational
Where: Alpha Phi House in Greek
Court
When: Wednesday, April 11th from
TODAY!!!

CALL Lauren with any questions @ 708 829-2473

Alpha Phi

4-7 pm

Alpha Phi

Alpha Phi

Alpha Phi

Alpha Phi

Alpha Phi

Alpha Phi

Alpha Phi

Alpha Phi

Alpha Phi

To hear the Perry podcast,
go to dennews.com.

Alpha Phi

Alpha Phi

Alpha Phi

“I had a lot of respect for the fact
that he did that because I think it says
a lot about how much he cares about
the position,” she said. “He was trying
to make sure that this was a good fit for
him. It made a real impression on me.”
Hencken, who took over as president
in 2001, walked Perry to the University
Ballroom from Old Main before the
BOT meeting.
Hencken is known as a students’
president, often talking with students
on campus and attending events. He was
also a Panther Pal, and helped students
on Move-in Day in the fall.
Quentin Frazier, Black Student Union
vice president, said he felt Perry could
make the same kinds of connections.
“I thought he was for the students
and if he got the job, he would work for
the students and work hard,” he said.
“(The search process) seemed to drag out
at first, but it was well worth it because I
believe he was the right candidate.”
Perry was one of three finalists.
Sue Kiefer Hammersmith, provost
at the University of Wisconsin at Green
Bay, and Blair Lord, the provost at
Eastern, were the other two.
Ken Baker, the director of campus
recreation, said he was excited to see
what Perry was going to do for the
position.
“I just think we got a good one here,”
he said. “He’s a Midwest guy. I’m sure
he’s very comfortable here. We’re looking
forward to what new things he’s going to
bring to Eastern.”

Check out our newly redesigned
website with slideshows, podcasts,
and stories @ dennews.com

» Jackson
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john bailey | the daily eastern news

William Perry, the newly chosen president, speaks Tuesday
in the University Ballroom about his commitment to working
at Eastern. Campus reaction to Perry being appointed was
positive.

Appellate Court later on.
A hearing for the motion will be
held April 26.
Jacobs said the sentencing
was recommended by the State’s
Attorney’s office.
The armed violence charge
normally carries a minimum
sentence of six years, but there was
a Category Two weapon involved,
which is a knife with a blade of at
least three inches. The Category
Two weapon extends the minimum
to 10 years.
The home invasion charge
carries a minimum sentence of six
years and the aggravated battery
charge carries a minimum sentence
of two years. Jacobs sentenced
Jackson to seven and three years for
those charges, respectively.
“I did follow the recommendations because I thought they
were sound,” Jacobs said.
Jacobs also ordered Jackson to
pay restitution to cover the medical
expenses of the woman and the
woman’s roommate, who was
slightly injured when the attacker
ran into her while fleeing the
apartment. Those amounts came to
about $27,000 total.
“It’s sad to see a man with that
much to give to the world and have
it be wasted,” Lerner said.
State’s Attorney Steve Ferguson
could not be reached for
comment.

Live
BLACK
and
BLUE
in concert
Sunday
April 15th

R O C K

N

R O L L

B A N D

Featuring JACKIE LAWSON (Nashville recording artist)

@ UNIVERSITY VILLAGE
(behind Wal-mart)

Charleston’s newest and LARGEST student housing complex!
Come join us for MUSIC, FREE FOOD, and PRIZES!
PARTY STARTS
If you sign a lease after attending the BLOCK PARTY,

@ 5p.m.

Use THIS AD as a COUPON for FREE RENT!
You must draw to see the % OFF you will receive.

For more info CALL

217.345.1400

SHOOTER (R) DAILY 6:45
PREMONITION (PG 13) DAILY
7:00

GRINDHOUSE (R) 5:10 9:10
FRI – SUN MAT 1:10
THE REAPING (R) 4:30 7:10 9:50 FRI – SUN
MAT 2:15
FIREHOUSE DOG (PG) 4:10 6:45 9:30 FRI
– SUN MAT 1:20
ARE WE DONE YET (PG) 5:00 7:20 9:40 FRI
– SUN MAT 2:30
MEET THE ROBINSONS (G) 4:00 6:30 9:00 FRI
– SUN MAT 1:30
BLADES OF GLORY (PG 13) ON TWO SCREENS
3:45 5:45 7:00 8:00 9:20 10:15 FRI – SUN
MAT 1:00 2:45
TMNT (PG) 4:20 6:20 8:30 FRI–SUN MAT 1:40
WILD HOGS (PG 13) 5:20 7:40 10:00 FRI
– SUN MAT 2:00
300 (R) 4:45 7:30 10:10 FRI – SUN MAT 1:50
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Charles Delman, a mathematics
professor
and
president
of
Eastern’s chapter of the University
Professionals of Illinois, said he got
to meet Perry Tuesday morning
before the board meeting when
Perry met with his department to
discuss the possibility of teaching at
Eastern. Delman said he appreciated
Perry’s respect for the mathematics
department and its faculty.
“I
think
he’s
superb,”
Delman said. “I think he has a
tremendous record behind him of
accomplishment.”
Perry also taught mathematics
at Texas A&M in addition to
his position as provost and vice
president for academic affairs.
He said he wasn’t shopping for
a new job, but was contacted by
search consultant Elaine Hairston
and invited to add his resume to
the 57 other applications for the
position at Eastern.
“I finally said, ‘all right, I’ll
participate in the process. Let’s
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see what happens,’” Perry said.
“Everything fit together. I was
approached, then I was impressed
and now I’m excited.”
Hairston said Perry is an
exceptionally strong candidate and
she was pleased with the search
committee’s work.
“There’s a lot of interest in
Eastern Illinois University because
you are a very well known and
highly
respected
university,”
Hairston said.
Campus
and
community
members filled the University
Ballroom to hear the board’s
announcement, and later filtered
into the Grand Ballroom and
adjoining hallway as everyone lined
up to shake Perry’s hand during a
reception.
Mayor John Inyart said he was
impressed with Perry during his
last visit to campus, and he wanted
to meet him in person at the
reception.
“The campus and the community
overlap in so many ways that it’s
important that we’re all on the same
page,” Inyart said. He and Hencken
have an “excellent relationship” and

he hopes the same will be true with
Perry.
Faculty Senate Chair Assege
Hailemariam was there to welcome
Perry to Eastern on behalf of the
faculty. She was also a member of
the search committee and has been
heavily involved with the search
process since the beginning.
“During his brief acceptance
speech, Dr. Perry said that he will
work with the campus community
‘side by side and shoulder to
shoulder,’ and I appreciate that,”
Hailemariam said.
Perry’s
speech
encouraged
Hailemariam to think Perry and
Lord will be able to work well
together even though Lord was also
a finalist for the position.
“Knowing the provost, and from
the glimpse I have had of the new
president, it is my impression that
they can work very well together,”
Hailemariam said. “This is a time
of transition and opportunity.
We must come together to make
Eastern a first-choice comprehensive
regional institution and to benefit
our students.”
Lord was at the board meeting

and also attended the reception that
followed.
“I look forward to working with
Dr. Perry as our next president,”
Lord said. “I will work as provost for
Dr. Perry just as I have for President
Hencken.”
Perry said he is meeting with the
president’s council today to begin
learning more about the university
and the people who run it.
“I want to move quickly to
do that so people know from the
beginning how impressed I am with
Eastern Illinois,” Perry said.
Jill Nilsen, vice president for
external relations, was a member
of the search committee and will
continue to work closely with Perry
as part of the president’s council.
“I think that the campus is ready
to look at how we might advance to
that next level,” Nilsen said. “We’re
looking forward to working with
him.”
Perry plans on visiting Eastern
a few times before taking up
permanent residence in Charleston
July 1. His wife, Linda, will join
him after the first week in August
at the conclusion of Texas A&M’s

summer session, Perry said. She
is an accounting professor but is
unsure if she’ll continue her career
here at Eastern.
Perry double majored in history
and mathematics at Park College,
Parkville, Mo.
He later earned his doctorate
and master’s degrees in mathematics
from the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign. He began
working at Texas A&M as an
assistant professor of mathematics
in 1977.
Now 30 years later, Perry is
beginning a new era for himself and
for Eastern.
“I
learned
of
Eastern’s
commitment to excellence, its
devotion to student learning
and its dedication to personal
relationships,” Perry said. “It was
those three things I think that
drew me to the position and to the
university.”
“Today, to you I commit hard
work, integrity in the spirit of
friendship in working with you to
advance Eastern Illinois University.
Thank you for inviting me to be
part of your future.”

campus | Budget

Student government to vote on budgets for AB, Rec Center
By Matt Hopf
Student Government Reporter

The athletic department will
be presenting a fee increase to the
Student Senate today.
The fee would increase $81.05 to
$89.05, said Jeff Melanson, chair of
the senate Tuition and Fee Review
Committee.
Currently the athletic department
will receive an increase of $3.25 as

part of a five-year plan passed by
the Board of Trustees for fiscal year
2005, Melanson said.
The new proposal would increase
that by an additional $4.75.
He said there would not have to
be a request for a fee increase during
the plan, but the plan was cut in
half, he said.
The need for the increase is
because of raised costs in medical
insurance, fuel costs and game
officials.

BRING A BUCK TO CLASS.
SEND A NET. SAVE A LIFE.
NOTHING BUT NETS WEEK

Rich McDuffie could not be
reached for comment.
A vote on the budgets for
Apportionment Board, Student
Government,
the
Student
Recreation Center and University
Board will also take place.
The budgets total approximately
$535,000. Approximations include:
$258,000 to University Board,
$209,000 to the Student Recreation
Center, $45,000 to Student
Government and about $22,000 to

RoyalHEIGHTS

Apportionment Board.
There will also be a vote on
a bylaw change to increase the
amount in the Apportionment
Board reserve account from $75,000
to $100,000.
Student vice president for
business affairs Levi Bulgar said the
account is only used at the discretion
of the Apportionment Board chair,
who is the student vice president for
business affairs.
Also, a bill to release $1,300 to

New lower rates for 2007
3 Bedroom Apartments
(behind subway)

Tuesday and Wednesday donations will be taken on the
quads. Stick an extra dollar in your pocket and help save a
life. $15 will get you a Nothing But Nets t-shirt.

• New Carpet/Furniture • 1 1/2 bathrooms
• Free Covered Parking • Onsite Laundry
• dishwasher

For more Nothing But Nets events, go to “Nothing But Nets”
EIU on Facebook.

Close to Campus • Call SOON for signing BONUS
For Info Call Becky at 345-0936

pay for Panther Service Day shirts
will be introduced.
The money will roll back into the
account as donations come in, said
Student Senate Speaker Jeff Lange.
A proposal for $200 for
inauguration expenses for the
executives after the election will also
be introduced.
Student Senate meets at 7 p.m.
Wednesdays in the Arcola-Tuscola
Room in the Martin Luther King
Jr. University Union.
Coming
Soon!

THE FROG
PRINCE
7 pm April 13, 14
2pm April 14

At the Village Theatre
960 18th Street
Charleston, IL
All seats $5 Phone:581.3110

Eastern Illinois University
Blood Drive
Park Place Apartments
on the corner of 7th & Grant
next to the Union

CALLSHOWING
FOR 2007
NOW
RATES
FOR
2007

sponsored by the American Marketing Association
and Delta Sigma Phi

1, 2, 3 Bedroom Apartments

Remodeled Units
FREE Parking
Fully Furnished
Trash PAID

Contact Olivia
Jennifer
348.1479

Advertise Today

581-2816

When: April 11
Time: 1pm to 7pm
Where: EIU Union Ballroom
FREE PIZZA to all Donors!
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Student loan probe extends nation
Cuomo says student
loan corruption
widespread

ALBANY, N.Y.— It was a call
from an industry whistleblower
that first drew New York Attorney
General Andrew Cuomo’s attention
to dubious practices in the student
loan business.
While various authorities have
been examining the issue for about
a year, Cuomo became interested
after a lender trying to break into
the business told him that a few
loan companies dominated the
lucrative market.
Cuomo, who would not name
the whistleblower, saw it as an
antitrust issue and started asking
questions.
“For me it became real when I
talked to lenders who couldn’t get
into the market,” Cuomo told The
Associated Press Tuesday. “You can
be a lender who wants to compete
and have a better product, but you
just can’t get to the students. ... The
schools are controlling the access to
the students.”

Andrew Cuomo | New York Attorney General

“This is just like peeling an onion. It
seems to be getting worse the more we
uncover. It’s more widespread than we
originally thought.”
Two months after launching
the case, Cuomo believes cozy
arrangements between colleges
and the companies that lend their
students billions of dollars are far
more widespread than even he
anticipated.
Cuomo wouldn’t divulge where
the burgeoning investigation is
headed next, including whether
more subpoenas are on the way,
but said his investigation of the
$85 billion industry could lead
to criminal charges against highranking officials at both lending
companies and universities.
“This is like peeling an onion,”
Cuomo said. “It seems to be getting
worse the more we uncover. It’s
more widespread than we originally
thought ... More schools and more

lenders at the top end.”
Cuomo is investigating alleged
kickbacks to school officials who
steered students to certain lenders.
His investigators say they have
found numerous arrangements
that benefited schools, financial aid
officers and lenders at the expense
of students.
Investigators found that many
colleges have established “preferred
lender” lists and entered into
revenue sharing and other financial
arrangements with those lenders.
Some colleges have “exclusive”
preferred lender agreements with
the companies.
So far, six schools, including
the University of Pennsylvania
and New York University, have
agreed to reimburse students a

IMAGINE A SCHOOL... Do you feel
GETTING IT RIGHT FOR ADOLESCENT LEARNERS like you are
A documentary investigating school from the
a rainy day?
perspective of learning.
Commissioned by the Canadian Education Association

Sponsored by EIU Education Scholars

Home Baseball Game
Wednesday, April 11, 2007
@ 3:00 pm

EIU vs. Indiana St.
Thursday, April 12, 2007
@ 3:00 pm
EIU vs. Olivet Nazarene
• Dash for Cash
• BP gas Toss ($25.00 gas
card)
• Dizzy Bat ($20.00 to the
Union)

FIRST AMERICAN SHOWING AND
NARRATED IN PERSON BY THE
PRODUCERS FROM
YORK UNIVERSITY, TORONTO

MONDAY, APRIL 16, 2007
BUZZARD AUDITORIUM
7 - 8:30 PM

total of $3.27 million for inflated
loan prices caused by revenue
sharing agreements, Cuomo said.
The schools will return money
to students who took out loans
during the time the revenue sharing
agreement was in effect.
Students will be refunded based
on the amount they were loaned.
On Monday, a loan company
that has been at the center of the
investigation, CIT Group Inc.,
placed three top executives at its
Student Loan Xpress division on
paid leave following allegations of
stock transactions with a high-level
U.S. Department of Education
official and college financial aid
officers.
On Tuesday, two more school
officials joined a growing list of
those who have been placed on
leave for possible ties to lending
companies.
Widener
University
in
Pennsylvania placed Walter Cathie,
the dean of financial aid at Widener
on leave.
Cuomo’s office said Cathie was
paid $80,000 by Student Loan
Xpress since 2005.

Use your panther card for
free admission!

Walter DUI &
Counseling Services
can help cover you!

(217) 348-DUIS
(3847)
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nationbriefs
Clergy sex abuse claims down

»

NEW YORK—The nation’s Roman
Catholic bishops and religious orders
received 714 clergy sex abuse claims
in 2006, the second consecutive year
that the number of allegations has
dropped, according to a new report on
the church’s child protection reforms.
The vast majority of claims date back
decades.

Lawsuit marks new territory

»

RALEIGH, N.C.—Nine years after
it was filed, a sexual harassment
lawsuit against the University of North
Carolina women’s soccer coach has
regained momentum as a former player
challenges how harassment and the
culture of college athletics could violate
Title IX. In that lawsuit, Melissa Jennings
accuses Anson Dorrance of maintaining
a hostile environment filled with sexual
harassment.

Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority Inc.
Sponsors:

Confidential HIV Test
Free Lunch
Video Presentation
Incentives

More testers so come out
and get tested!
April 11th, 2007
Arcola\Tuscola Rm.
Martin Luther King Jr.
University Union
9am-4pm
Realization of human rights &
fundamental freedoms for all is
essential to reduce vulnerability to
HIV/AIDS. Respect for the rights
of people living with HIV/AIDS
drives an effective response

$20 OFF
RENEWALS

Seniors Rock!!!! Take out an ad and tell
all your friends how much you will miss
them next year!
It’s only $12 for a 1x3

Or tell your crazy
grandma, maybe she’ll
want to say congrats to
you for finally finishing!
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DONATIONS WELCOME AT
SPENCE’S ON JACKSON. HELP
KEEP PRICES LOW. 345-1469.
______________________4/12
SPENCE’S ON JACKSON. 722
JACKSON AVE. GREAT STUFF!
BE DIFFERENT, SHOP HERE.
TUES. - SAT. 1-5. 345-1469.
______________________4/12

The Mattoon Golf and Country
Club is now taking appliations
for Certified life guards apply in
person at the Clubhouse.
______________________4/12
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!Phone
Agents
needed.
Part-time
evenings,7/hour+commission.
Innovative Staff Solutions.700
Lincoln Ave. Charleston Il Office
hours 8am-6pm M-F 639-1135
______________________4/13
Are you looking for a parttime evening position in a fun,
professional office atmosphere?
Ruffalo
Cody/Westsaff
is
seeking professional telephone
fundraisers. Flexible scheduling,
weekly paychecks. Part-time
evenings. No “cold calling”
required. Stop by Westaff at 651
Castle Dr. or call 345-1303 for
more information.
______________________4/20
!Bartending!
Up to $250/
day. No experience necessary.
Training provided. 800-965-6520
ext. 239
______________________4/30
Make up to $75 per online Survey.
www.cashtospend.com
______________________4/30
Doctors Office Receptionist
needed 25 hours per week. Apply
in person @ 2115 18th Street
Charleston
_______________________ 00

Roommate needed. Female only.
3 bedroom, 2 bath. $325/month
+ utilities. 2 blocks from campus.
Call 618-367-0024__________
______________________4/11
2 female roommates needed.
Amazing big house. Both get
own room. $395/mo. Utilities
included. Call Leigh at 217622-4035 or Ashley at 217-4154630.
______________________4/16
1 Roommate needed June of
‘07-May of ‘08. Great house
near campus $325 per mo. plus
utilities. Call Megan at 217-5496344
______________________4/19
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For rent. Girls only; 2 bedroom
apts across from buzzard. 2
bedroom house away from
campus. call 345-2652
______________________4/11
Four Bedroom House. Washer/
Dryer, dishwasher, new furnace
with central air. Big yard and lots
of parking. No Pets. 11 month
lease. Call Jeff 815-671-1305.
______________________4/12
1521 2nd 6 bedroom. 1836
11th 5 bedroom. 1609 12th 2
bedroom. ALL HOUSES SOUTH
OF LINCOLN WITH A/C AND
W/D. 549-3273.
______________________4/12
Roomy 2 bdrm apt at 1507
Woodlawn. Dishwasher, off
street parking, laundry, trash, no
pets. Available May. $450 mo.
549-1694.
______________________4/13
Fall 2007 5 bdrm house 115
W Jackson; 3 bdrm house 107
W Jackson; adjacent houses.
excellent off street parking, W/D,
A/C, no pets. Phone 345-9665.
______________________4/13
GRAD/UPPERCLASSMAN
STUDENTS: VERY NICE 2
BEDROOM DUPLEXES TWO
BLOCKS WEST OF LANTZ. OFF
STREET PARKING CALL 3457682 LEAVE MESSAGE!
______________________4/13
1 Bedroom Apt. for rent MayAug on 6th and Lincoln. Call
708-341-7031. No Pets.
______________________4/16
Excellent location, excellent
condition. 1519 2nd St. 2 bath,
large front porch. For more
information call 217-493-7559.
______________________4/18
Large 4-5 bedroom house near
campus. 3 bathrooms, washer/
dryer, AC. very large bedrooms.
(217) 273-1395.
______________________4/19
2 bed home. Close to campus.
No pets. $600/month. 345-5037.
______________________4/20
3 bed home. Close to campus.
No pets. $300/person. 345-5037.
______________________4/20
CLOSE-NEW-AFFORDABLE! 4
BEDROOM 2 BATH Washers
and Dryers, $295.00 each 3456100 www.jbapartments.com
______________________4/26
For Lease: Fall 2007, great
location!! 2 Bedroom duplex,
washer/dryer, central air, off
street parking, trash-yard mowing
included, 10 mo. Lease no
pets 24/7 maintenance, local
management, call today 217346-3583 or visit our website
www.eiustudenthousing.com
_______________________ 00

Classified Advertising Rates

Student Classified Rates 581-2812
9-4 M-F

3 BR apartments available
for 2007-2208 school year.
Spacious,close to campus and
fully furnished. Must see to
believe how nice the apartments
are!www.unique-properties.net
217-345-5022
______________________4/27
GREAT LOCATION.
LARGE
ONE AND TWO BEDROOM
APARTMENTS. REASONABLE
RENT. TRASH, WATER PAID.
348-0209 OR 549-5624.
______________________4/30
2 BEDROOM 2 BATH LARGE
APARTMENT. W/D, BALCONY,
LOTS OF CLOSET SPACE.
EXTREMELY NICE. 217-3483075.
______________________4/30
2 BEDROOM 1 1/2 BATH
WITH
WALK-IN
CLOSETS.
DISHWASHER, W/D, CLOSE TO
CAMPUS. 217-345-9267.
______________________4/30
CHEAP CHEAP RENT: IF YOU
ARE LOOKING FOR A NICE APT.
WITH CHEAP RENT PERFECT
FOR 3 OR 4 STUDENTS. CALL
549-8734. 202 1/2 6TH ST.
______________________4/30
Best 1 person apts. Affordable.
Grads, Undergrads, staff. 3454489, Wood Rentals, Jim Wood
Realtor.
______________________4/30
DORM RATS! Get your own
efficiency with kitchen & bath.
5-12 months. 345-4489, Wood
Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.
______________________4/30
CHUCK VEGAS APARTMENTS.
EFFICIENCY STUDIO 1 AND 2
BDRM APARTMENTS AVAIL.
ON THE SQUARE. FREE CABLE,
INTERNET,
WATER,
AND
TRASH. 217-549-1699.
______________________4/30––
HOUSE FOR RENT AT 501
TAYLOR. GREAT LOCATION3 BLOCKS FROM CAMPUS.
3 BEDROOMS FOR 3 OR 4
STUDENTS.
A/C, CARPETED
EXCELLENT CONDITION. CALL
549-8734.
______________________4/30
1 bdrm apartment. Available
immediately.
$300/month.
Includes electric, water, and trash
pick-up. (217)549-5593 or (217)
549-1060.
_______________________ 00
OLD TOWNE APARTMENTS:
1,2, &, 3 BEDROOMS. CLOSE
TO CAMPUS. 4 LOCATIONS TO
CHOOSE FROM 345-6533
_______________________ 00
New Four Bedroom Apartments.
Extremely Close to Campus.
Across
from
Lantz.
Fully
Furnished. Call Today for Lowered
Rates. Grantview Apartments.
345-3353.
_______________________ 00

AVAIL IMMEDIATELY large apt,
1 or 2 person Central air, w/d,
garage. No pets. 345-7286 www.
jwilliamsrentals.com
_______________________ 00
New construction: Available Fall
07. 3 BR 2 bath townhouse, two
can garage 1 block from campus.
Call 630-505-8374 for showing.
Call now only one left.
_______________________ 00
CHECK OUT LINCOLNWOOD
PINETREE APTS. 2 AND 3 BR.
CLOSE TO CAMPUS AND
BUZZARD. CALL 345-6000.
_______________________ 00
2 bedroom-Water,trash,DSL with
furnished leather furniture. 10
or 12 month lease. 254-8458 or
273-2048.
_______________________ 00
GREAT
LOCATION
20072008 SCHOOL YEAR. VERY
NICE 2, 3, 4, 5,& 6 BEDROOM
HOUSES, TOWNHOUSES AND
APARTMENTS.
FOR MORE
INFO VISIT US AT myeiuhome.
com OR CALL US AT (217)4937559.
_______________________ 00
3 bedroom apartments, walking
distance to campus. Partially
furnished. 11 1/2 month lease
$250 each. 10 month lease $260
each. 345-3554 or 346-3161.
_______________________ 00
NOW LEASING for Fall 071,2&3 Bedroom Units. Great
locations,some include wireless
internet. Call for details 3457286
_______________________ 00
University Village. 4 bedroom
houses $450/per person. All
utilities included.345-1400
_______________________ 00
*******Fall 07-08 Many New
1,2,3 and 4 BR APTS Starting as
low as $240 mo. PP. 348-7746 or
visit www.CharlestonILApts.com.
*******
_______________________ 00
For Rent 5 or 6 bedroom house
and efficiencies. 2 blocks from
campus on 7th St. . Call 217728-8709
_______________________ 00
Four and Three BDRM Duplexes.
BUZZARD BUILDING. One
Block, Partly Furnished, Water &
Trash Paid, Lawn Services. 3453253
_______________________ 00
Nice Three BDRM 2 Bath Home.
One Block North OLD MAIN. C/
A, W/D, Dishwasher, Trash, Lawn
Services. Efficiency Apartment
Available. 345-3253
_______________________ 00
VILLAGE RENTALS Renting for
2007-2008 2 bedroom remodeled
apts., 3 bedroom house. Laundry
facilities and close to campus.
Call (217) 345-2516 EHO
_______________________ 00

$.30 per word for the first day
$.10 per word for each additional consecutive day

Non-student Classified Rates

$.50 per word for the first day
$.20 per word for each additional consecutive day

$10

Monthly Online classified advertising
available
@ www.dennews.com

$10

1,2,3 Bedroom Close To Campus!!!

345-6533

FALL ‘07 - ‘08. 1426 9TH ST.
3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS.
CENTRAL AIR, DECK, OFF
STREET PARKING. LEASE AND
SECURITY REQUIRED. NO PETS.
348-8305.
_______________________ 00
FALL ‘07-’08; 1,2&3 BR.. APTS.
WATER & TRASH INCLUDED.
PLENTY OF OFF STREET
PARKING. BUCHANAN ST.
APTS.. CALL 345-1266.
_______________________ 00
GREAT HOUSE FOR 2007-08
AT 1515 2ND STREET. 3 BATHS,
C/A, W/D. TRASH INCLUDED.
345-3148 OR www.pantherpads.
com
_______________________ 00
NEW LUXURY 1 AND 3
BEDROOM APARTMENTS FOR
AUGUST 07-08, ONE BLOCK
NORTH OF OLD MAIN ON
6TH STREET. CENTRAL HEAT,
A/C, AND LAUNDRY FACILITY.
WATER ALLOWANCE, TRASH
SERVICE, AND OFF STREET
PARKING INCLUDED. 348-8249
www.ppwrentals.com
_______________________ 00
SEITSINGER
APARTMENTS.
1611 9TH STREET. 1 BLOCK
EAST OLD MAIN. SUMMER
2007 AND FALL 2007-2008
COMPLETELY FURNISHED. 3
AND 9 MONTH INDIVIDUAL
LEASE. CALL 345-7136
_______________________ 00
*******NEW
1
BR
APTS
AVAILABLE AUG 07. PH 3487746.
www.CharlestonILApts.
com*******
_______________________ 00
PRICE REDUCED: BRITTANY
RIDGE -- RENTING FOR 07-08
SCHOOL YEAR. 4 BEDROOMS
2.5 BATH. UNIT HAS REF./
STOVE, AND W/D INCLUDED.
UP TO 5 STUDENTS POSSIBLE.
RENT REDUCED - $860.00.
CALL--317-9505.
_______________________ 00
MOVE-IN SPECIALS: BRITTANY
RIDGE RENTING FOR 07-08
SCHOOL YEAR. 3 BEDROOMS
2.5 BATHS, UP TO 4 STUDENTS.
UNITS HAVE W/D, REF., AND
STOVE INCLUDED.
RENT
REDUCED--$750.00
TOTAL
RENT. CALL 217.234.RENT.
_______________________ 00
Royal Heights Apts (behind
Subway): 3 Bedroom 1.5 Bath.
As low as $260 per/person.
Underground Parking. 345-0936
_______________________ 00
Near campus. 3 bdrm house. 10
month lease. W/D (217) 2731395.
_______________________ 00
M & L PROPERTIES FALL 2007
TOWNHOUSE APARTMENTS
FURNISHED; WASHER/DRYER
IN EACH APT; 2 BLOCKS FROM
CAMPUS. call 217-493-7559
_______________________ 00
Price reduced!! Brittany Ridge
townhouse 07-08 school year.
3 bdrm 2 1/2 bath, W/D, D/W,
central air, located within walking
distance of EIU. Free parking and
trash.$810/month Call (217) 5088035.
_______________________ 00
RENTING FOR 07-08.
4
BEDROOM
HOUSES
AVAILABLE. SANDERS & CO.
217-234-RENT.
_______________________ 00

6 bdrm house, near campus. 10
month lease. W/D (217) 2731395.
_______________________ 00
FALL 07 - 2BR 12th or 18th Street
at $240 per person. See www.
CharlestonILApts.com. Ph. 3487746.
_______________________ 00
FALL 07 - 4BR 2 Bath duplexes
1520 9th Street $350 per person.
Stove,
refrigerator,
micro,
dishwasher, washer/dryer. See
www.CharlestonILApts.com. Ph.
348-7746.
_______________________ 00
FALL 07 - 1BR Polk or A Street
$495 per mo.
See www.
CharlestonILApts.com. Ph. 3487746.
_______________________ 00
LOOKING
FOR
something
different? We have some 1,2&3
bedroom apts that fit the bill.
Modern,attractive,away from EIU
traffic. Dishwashers,laundry,A/C.
Williams Rentals 345-7286
_______________________ 00
NICE 2 BEDROOM FURNISHED
APARTMENT ON THE SQUARE.
CENTRAL A/C, CARPETED,
DISHWASHER. AVAILABLE JUNE
1. $450/MONTH INCLUDES
TRASH AND WATER. 345-4010.
_______________________ 00
For Lease: Fall 2007, 3 and 4
bedroom apt., central air, ceiling
fans, washer/dryer, off street
parking, trash-yard mowing
included, 10 1/2 month lease,
no pets, 24/7 maintenance, local
management, DSL wiring in all
rooms. Great Location. Call today
217.346.3583 or visit our website
at www.eiustudenthousing.com
_______________________ 00
For Lease: Fall 2007, 2 or 3
bedroom house-2,3,4, or 5
tenants. Rent that best suites
you. Ceiling fans, yard mowing
included, no pets. Great locationclose to O’Brien football field, off
street parking, 10 mo. lease, 24/7
maintenance, local management.
Pictures and more information at
www.eiustudenthousing.com
_______________________ 00
FIRST TIME avail to students- cute
house for 3 females. Grant street,
Custom kitchen, w/d, a/c, new
refrigerator, really nice. No pets.
345-7286
_______________________ 00
TUDOR STYLE HOME, avail to
female students for the first time.
Sunken living room, Dining room,
Full basement, w/d, 4 bedrooms,
no pets. 345-7286
_______________________ 00
1, 2, 3, and 4 bedrooms. Trash
and parking included. Great
location. Call 217-345-2363.
_______________________ 00
2 bedroom apartments close to
campus. Quiet area. No pets. Call
345-7008
_______________________ 00
5-1Br
2-2Br, extra large
apartments, partially furnished.
Available May 16. Ideal for
couples. Located at 741-745
6th St. Rent $360-$410 per
apartment. Water and trash paid.
Call 581-7729 or 345-6127.
_______________________ 00
3 bedroom nice house. Central
Air/Washer Dryer/Bar. Off street
parking. Call 217-202-4456
_______________________ 00
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national sports | roundup

Gordon leads Bulls
past Curry, Knicks
The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Ben
Gordon scored 23 points,
and the Chicago Bulls moved
a step closer to securing
home-court advantage in the
first round of the playoffs
by handing the New York
Knicks their most lopsided
loss of the season, 98-69 on
Tuesday night.
Second in the Eastern
Conference, the Bulls (4732) lead fifth-place Cleveland
by a half-game and Atlantic
Division winner Toronto
by 1 1/2. Chicago owns the
tiebreaker over both teams.
The Bulls still have an
outside shot at the No. 1
seed, but one more loss by
Chicago or a win by Detroit
would clinch it for the
Pistons.

Late rally lifts Cardinals

PITTSBURGH — Gary
Bennett successfully gambled
by running on a short fly ball
to score the winning run in
the 12th inning, and the St.
Louis Cardinals rallied from
two runs down in the ninth
to beat the Pittsburgh Pirates
3-2 Tuesday night.
Skip Schumaker hit a fly
ball to left fielder Jason Bay.
His throw beat Bennett to
the plate, but catcher Ronny
Paulino dropped the ball.

Pitcher shuts down Cubs

CHICAGO — Houston’s
Chris Sampson allowed three
singles in his fourth major
league start, and the Astros
beat the Cubs 4-2.
Getting a boost when the
Astros scored three in the first
inning, Sampson extended
his scoreless streak against
the Cubs to 12 innings
dating to last season, giving
up six hits.

Team to meet with Imus

PISCATAWAY,
N.J.
— The Rutgers women’s
basketball team blasted radio

2 bdrm. duplexes available for
fall, washer/dryer, central air,
new carpet, very efficient and
affordable, trash included, leasing
flexible. Call 217-346-3583.
––––––––––––––––––––––– 00
2, 3, & 4 bdrm apartments
available for fall, washer/dryer,
central air, new carpet, 10 1/2
month lease, trash included. Call
217-346-3583.
––––––––––––––––––––––– 00

host Don Imus Tuesday for
“racist and sexist remarks that
are deplorable, despicable
and abominable” and agreed
to meet with the embattled
radio host.
Starting Monday, Imus
will be suspended for two
weeks for calling the players
“nappy-headed hos.”
“Unless they’ve given
‘ho’ a whole new definition,
that’s not what I am,” said
Kia Vaughn, the team’s
sophomore center.

men’s golf

Men’s team takes third at Tennessee State Invite

»

Eastern’s men’s golf team finished third out of nine teams on
Tuesday at the Tennessee State Invitational.
Brothers Anthony and Matt Imburgia each
helped the Panthers to their finish, placing top
10 finishes.
Anthony shot a 2 over par and tied for fifth.
He led the field after the first round,
shooting a 68, good for four under par.
The younger Imburgia, Matt, finished in a
tie for seventh as he shot 3 over par for the
Anthony
tournament,
Imburgia
He shot rounds of 72, 75 and 72 in the
three-round tournament.
Fellow Ohio Valley Conference member Murray State won the
tournament, with an overall score of 864.
Eastern finished 28 shots back, for a final score of 892.
This was the Panthers last tournament before starting play in
the OVC Tournament.

non sequitur | wiley miller

Durant leaves Texas

AUSTIN, Texas — Kevin
Durant, an 18-year-old Texas
freshman and The Associated
Press Player of the Year, said
Tuesday he’s leaving Texas to
enter the NBA draft.
“I just thought it was time
to go,” Durant said. “It’s been
my dream for a while. I felt I
was ready.”
He averaged 25.8 points
and 11.1 rebounds in his
only year as a Longhorn

‘Pacman’ suspended

NEW YORK — Adam
“Pacman” Jones of Tennessee
was suspended Tuesday for
the 2007 NFL season and
Chris Henry of Cincinnati
received an eight-game
suspension — both for
numerous violations of the
NFL’s personal conduct
policy.
Jones’ off-field conduct
has included 10 incidents
where he was interviewed by
police. Henry was arrested
four times in a 14-month
span.

Chicago to get first pick

NEW YORK — The
Chicago Blackhawks won the
NHL draft lottery Tuesday, .
The Blackhawks, who will
pick first in the June draft,
had an 8.1 percent chance
to come out on top in the
lottery.

TWO BEDROOM HOUSE WITH
FAMILY ROOM, W/D. 1810
JOHNSON ST. $260/PERSON.
348-5032, 549-3241.
––––––––––––––––––––––– 00
CLOSE-NEW-AFFORDABLE! 4
BEDROOM 2 BATH Washers
and Dryers, $295.00 each 3456100 www.jbapartments.com
––––––––––––––––––––––– 00

pantherbriefs

LIO | Mark tatulli

The four-day conference tournament begins next Tuesday in
Paducah, Ky.
track and field

Eastern sweeps OVC track awards

»

Kirkland Thorton won the Ohio Valley Conference Male track
athlete of the week and Kandace Arnold won the same award on
the women’s side.
Thorton, a junior hurdler, won two events
at last weekend’s Big Blue Classic at O’Brien
Stadium.
The South Holland native won the 110meter and 400 meter hurdles. His time of
14.60 seconds in the 110-meter hurdles is the
best time in the OVC this year.
Arnold, a freshman thrower, won the shot
Kirkland
put with a throw of 42 feet, 6.75 inches at the
Big Blue Classic.
Thorton
The Evergreen Park native’s winning throw
is second best in the OVC this year.
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OVC softball
standings
Team		
1. Tennessee Tech

OVC	Overall

12-2
2. Eastern Kentucky 10-3
3. Jacksonville State 8-5

34-13

4. Samford

7-6

21-15

5. Tennessee-Martin 7-7
6. Tennessee State 6-8

21-23

7. Austin Peay

5-9

16-20

8. SEMO

4-8

10-20

9. Morehead State

4-10

15-22

10. EASTERN

3-8

15-20

18-19
22-15

27-15

» Working
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This would help get the team
more focused and motivated to win
every game, Danca added.
Danca said Schuette is working
with the team to become more
aggressive and intense.
“Well I would say there’s a little,
but I’m not so sure I would call it
pressure,” Danca said. “If we want
to win games and want to be at the
OVC tournament in a few weeks,
we just need to win some games.
Need to really come together as a
team and pull out some wins.”
Junior first baseman Robyn
Mackie said this past weekend was
the first time in a while that the
team played for the “love of the
game.”
She said the team’s been kind of
down lately.
”We all wear rubber bands
around our wrists and it acts like
we’re a circle,” Mackie said. “It’s
kind of stupid, but it motivates
us.”
For their game against
SEMO,
Mackie
is
going
to
take
Schuette’s
advice.
“She tells us that every inning is
a battle and that we need to keep
our heads in the game for the entire
game,” Mackie said.

Ups and downs make road trips fun
Magazines. I-pods. Pillows. Blankets.
These are probably at the top of everyone’s list
when packing for a road trip.
Road trips can be fun because you get to travel
to places you have never been to before, or you
get to go back to places that you loved.
It’s a good time to bond with your team
and coach, and a good time to catch up on
homework.
However, some road trips can be too long.
It’s always nice to sit back, relax and enjoy the
scenery. But then your butt starts to get numb
and you can’t get comfortable.
That is probably one of the only downfalls of
going on a road trip.
Getting there is always fun, but the way back
seems to take forever and all you want to do is to
just get home to sleep in your own bed.
For rugby, our average trip is about eight
hours.
For track and field, the average trip is probably
about three hours, but there are some eight-hour
trips in there, as well.

mollyclutter
around the track
All I know is that when I’m on the bus back
home, there is nowhere else I would rather be
than sleeping in my bed.
There is nothing worse than sitting on a
bus for eight hours while every part of your
body hurts from a rugby game, or you can’t get
comfortable because your legs are cramping up
from a track meet.
Also, on road trips for track, it is very rare if
someone gets to sit alone.
That means you better share with someone
that you can stand for several hours, and can
stand to be close to.
Normally, I sit with Samantha Manto because
we are on the rugby team together and she is also
my roommate.
I know most people would want to get away
from their roommates as much as possible, but
I feel like it is a time for us to catch up since

» Alive

Pump up your AD-dominals
Purchase an ad in the DEN

Contact your personal ad-trainer
today! 581-2816

Molly Clutter is a sophomore journalism major and
member of the women’s rugby and track and field
teams.

women’s OVC
Tennis standings

f r o m pag e 1 2

In a set filled with solid returns,
solid placement of shots on the
court and a 10-consecutive hit rally
between Sasidharan and Kristal,
Sasidharan won the second set 6-2.
However, Sasidharan took the
final hit, losing 6-4 in the last set.
“I tried to stick to the same game
plan, but I wasn’t as effective as I
was in the second performance,”
Sasidharan said, “and at the same
time she changed up her game plan
and I just wasn’t up to it.”’
Eastern head coach John
Blackburn said he talked with
Sasidharan between sets about
timing her shot and believed she
didn’t have a good day doing this.
“EIU is always really good
competition,” said Kristal, who
leads the Redhawks with 15 wins.
“She beat me last year and it was

we don’t see each other that much, besides at
practice.
Road trips can also suck because on the way
home, half the people are tired and want to
sleep.
And the other half still have a lot of energy left
from the day.
One other downfall to road trips is the
unexpected.
Sometimes the bus driver can get lost or
sometimes there is the possibility of the bus
breaking down.
All in all, road trips can be fun and exciting,
but they can also be uncomfortable, tiring
and some may make you
want to kill some of your
teammates.

Team		
1. Samford

john bailey | the daily eastern news

Sandra Sasidharan lost her first
match this season and is 17-1.

a really good match. During the
second set, I kind of felt like I was
slowing down a little bit. I’ve had a
cold for the last week and a half, so
I took some medicine and it finally

OVC	Overall
7-0

10-2

2. Tennessee-Martin 5-1

9-3

3. Murray State

3-1

8-5

4. EASTERN

6-2

11-7

5. Eastern Kentucky 4-2

10-9

6. SEMO

10-10

4-4

7. Jacksonville State 4-4

8-11

8. Tennessee Tech

3-4

3-15

9. Austin Peay

1-5

3-13

10. Tennessee State 0-6

0-7

11. Morehead State 0-8

1-13

kicked in.”
Behind Sasidharan, sophomore
Natalie Martin won her match in
three sets, despite playing with an
injury.

Martin came back after losing 62 in the first set to win the second
set, 6-2, and the third set, 6-3.
After injuring a muscle in her
oblique, Martin did lose some
strength on her serve.
“I probably brought my ‘C’
game today,” Martin said. “I kind
of injured myself before playing.
Usually my serve is a big part of my
game and losing it is, well, you can’t
do much if you don’t have a serve.”
Mambetova won at No. 3 singles
(6-0, 6-0), while freshman Hayley
Homburg won at No. 5 singles (61, 6-4).
“I was particularly impressed
with Sandra and Madina’s strong
play in doubles and Natalie and
Hayley’s solid play in singles,”
Blackburn said.
Eastern (11-7, 6-2 OVC)
will now face OVC rival Eastern
Kentucky this Friday at the Darling
Courts.
The match starts at 11 a.m.
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Eastern school record there in early
March (9 minutes, 45 seconds).
A longer track makes for less
tight turns, which makes it easier on
the runner and they run less laps.
Another facility that is well known
is Arkansas’ Randal Tyson Track
Center, site of the NCAA Indoor
Track and Field Championships the
last several years..
It also hosts other big meets, like
the Tyson Invitational, where U.S.
Track and Field members compete.
It was built in 2000 and is a 200meter, 60-degree Mondo track.
Unlike Lantz Field House, there
is a separate area between the track
and the audience. There is also a
warm-up area.
There are 55-meter straightaways that run the entire length of
the facility. It also includes men’s
and women’s jumping runways and
pits inside the track.
Lantz has their runways and its
pits outside of the track.
“(Their runway) is a raised
wooden platform with Mondo on
top of it,” Akers said. “The more
hard and the denser the Mondo
material is, the more you get back
from it. There’s a little bounce in
it.”

fieldhouse fast facts
» Year opened: 1967
» Space: 60,000 square feet
» Renovation date: 2001
» Contents:

s Batting cages
s Five tennis courts
s Six-lane, 200-meter track
» Uses:

s Hosted Ohio Valley Conference Indoor
Track and Field Championships
s Baseball practices
s Track and Field practices
s Tennis practices
s Softball practices
s Open to all students at certain times

» Fieldhouse
fr om page 1 2

The baseball team also uses it
when the weather is too cold to
have practice outside. The team has
batting cages to work on hitting.
“Pitchers are getting their
mounds in and hitters are hitting,”
Schmitz said. “We know practices
on those days are limited.”
But the practice routine is not
as difficult as it was when Schmitz
arrived in 1995.
“The first year was kind of hard,”
Schmitz said.
Schmitz said in his first year,
because other teams had to share
the facility, they had to have practice
sometimes at 5:45 a.m.
Baseball has to reproduce gamelike situations inside that can be
difficult.
“To set up a miniature infield is
like basketball trying to play in the
racquetball courts,” Schmitz said.
“(Lantz) allows us to do the two
big things and that is to make sure
the arms are healthy because we’re
able to get the long toss and get the
throwing in.”
However, Schmitz said there are
concerns with Lantz Fieldhouse,
mainly with the curtains.
Schmitz said the curtains are on
a manual long track and need to be
replaced because they are in danger
of tearing apart. Schmitz said he
would prefer an automatic track for
the curtains.
“They’re old and breaking down,”
he said.
The softball team also uses the
facility in the fall, especially during
inclement weather.
“We couldn’t practice during the
fall (without it),” said senior catcher
Sandyn Short. “That’s a lot of work
we would miss out on.”
The softball team also uses the
batting cages for hitting and seeing
the ball. The softball players also hit
into the side of the green curtains
when assistant coach Linnea Utecht
throws to them.
“It’s about reps and finding your
groove and your muscle memory,”
Short said. “It’s harder to work on
defense in there. You don’t have
the elements. The floor’s kind of
spongy, springy, so the ball comes
off it pretty quick. It rolls fast and
the grounders are hard.”

Field house receives facelifts

Lantz Fieldhouse was built in
1967.
“Everybody was building field
houses,” said John McInerney, who
competed for Eastern from 197579 in cross country and track and
later became the Panthers head
cross country coach and assistant
track coach.
“We were one of the few places
that didn’t because of (Maynard
Pat) O’Brien. He insisted that we
not build it around the basketball
gym or the track team won’t be able

Facilities at other state schools
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Pole vaulters Nicolene Galas (left) and Anci Borozan can have an indoor track and field season because of
the Lantz Fieldhouse. Many teams practice inside the fieldhouse in the winter and during cold weather.
to use it as much during basketball
season. That’s a lot of insight on his
part.”
McInerney said O’Brien, a
former football, track and crosscountry coach, made sure that
Lantz was built bigger for future
pole vaulters.
O’Brien coached football at
Eastern in the 1940s and 1950s,
and was the track and field coach
when the field house opened.
McInerney said that when he
came here in the 1970s, the indoor
track consisted of black asphalt.
It stayed like this until the 1980s,
when they put in a red, rubberized
surface.
In 2001, $650,000 was spent
on this resurfacing of Lantz Field
House. It reopened on Jan. 23,
2001.
“It was in serious need of repair,”
McInerney said. “It was well worn.
(It was) very hard on the athletes’
legs.”
According to The Daily
Eastern News archives, Ken Baker,
the current director of student
recreation said the old surface had
to be ground down.
A layer of rubber asphalt was
laid down, which must sit for 30
days.The next layer was a blue
Mondo surface. A Mondo surface
is a special type of track surface.
The scoreboard that’s currently
inside the field house was also
installed at this time.
The renovation set back
the athletic teams for a while.
McInerney said the men’s track
team used the Student Recreation
Center and they also used the
Armory, Illinois’ indoor facility,
to train while Lantz was being
renovated.
The women’s track and softball
athletes had to use the Rec Center
to practice.
“Groundballs would actually
hit (the lip) when we extended the
infield,” Schmitz said.

Conference facilities

Tennessee State and Southeast
Missouri are the only two other

schools in the Ohio Valley
Conference to have indoor
facilities.
Tennessee State has the
Gentry Center, which houses
the gymnasium, an indoor pool,
handball courts, a dance studio,
offices, classrooms lounges and a
track.
It opened on Dec. 2, 1980. The
lanes run around the basketball
court at the Gentry Center and are
220-yards long.
SEMO uses its Student
Recreational Center to host meets.
“It allows us to be in charge,”
said SEMO track head coach Joey
Haines.
That Student Recreational
Center has four lanes for track
and areas to throw the shot put
and weight throw. It first opened
in January 1987 and also has full-

size basketball, volleyball and
racquetball courts, a weight room, a
lounge area, a dance studio, a multipurpose room, and climbing walls.

Premier tracks of the nation

Notre Dame has one of the best
indoor facilites in the nation. The
Loftus Center, a 320-meter track,
the largest in the United States, is
used by the Notre Dame’s indoor
track teams, and also the Fighting
Irish football team.
“It has a great facility for
running,” said Eastern head coach
Tom Akers.
The Last Chance meets, which
Eastern competed in, were run
there.
“The Notre Dame meet has
produced some of the fastest times
in the distance medley,” Akers said.
The Panthers’ DMR squad set the

Western Illinois and Northern
Illinois do not have an indoor
athletic
facility
like
Lantz
Fieldhouse. Bradley does not have
an indoor facility, either.
Southern Illinois uses its student
recreational facility, similar to
Eastern’s suspended track in the
Student Recreational Center, for
track events.
Illinois State is the only other
public, Division I school to have
a separate indoor track and field
facility.
Illinois
Wesleyan,
Lewis
University, Monmouth College and
Knox Colleges are schools at the
Division II and III level that have
indoor track facilities.
“It allows us to work out year
round,” said Wesleyan head coach
Chris Schumacher.
The same is true for Eastern.
Having one of the few indoor
facilities in the OVC gives the
Panthers an advantage. This was
evident this February.
The Eastern women won their
first ever indoor title, and the men
won their 10th conference title in
the last 11 years.
“If you are not warmed up,”
Flounders said, “you’re not ready to
go fast until it is too late.”

THE 4TH ANNUAL
SHANNON MCNAMARA
4K RUN/WALK

With the warmer
weather outside....
HEAT up your business by
advertising in the DEN!
581.2816

Shannon Elizabeth McNamara
June 21, 1979 - June 12, 2001

DATE: Sunday April 22nd, 2007
LOCATION: Panther Trail
CHECK IN TIME: 1pm
RUN/WALK START TIME: 2pm
COST OF RUN/WALK: $12 for
pre-registration (t-shirt included)
or $15 for registration the day of
the run/walk (t-shirt not included)
* Checks can be made
payable to PE Honors
PRE REGISTRATION DATES:
April 9th-12th from 2-6pm at the
entrance of the Student
Recreation Center
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Many athletes can call
fieldhouse home

sportsschedule

By Kevin Murphy

softball

TODAY vs. Southeast Missouri |
Doubleheader 2 p.m. Williams Field
baseball

TODAY vs. Indiana State |
3 p.m. Coaches Stadium
volleyball

TODAY vs. Western Illinois |
5 p.m. Lantz Arena
baseball

THURSDAY vs. Olivet Nazarene |
3 p.m. Coaches Stadium
track and field

FRIDAY at Lee Calhoun Invite |
Macomb
tennis

FRIDAY vs. Eastern Kentucky |
11 a.m. Darling Courts
softball

SATURDAY vs. Tennessee-Martin |
Doubleheader Noon Coaches Stadium
tennis

SATURDAY vs. Murray State |
2 p.m. Darling Courts

Associate Sports Editor

Eastern’s track and field teams had an advantage at this
past weekend’s Big Blue Classic.
With the near freezing temperatures, and wind chills
making it feel even colder, some outdoor events were moved
from O’Brien Stadium inside to Lantz Fieldhouse.
The 40-year old field house served its purpose and Eastern
freshman thrower Kandace Arnold won the women’s shot inside
the fieldhouse walls.
Eastern has been training in Lantz Fieldhouse all year.
Senior distance runner Nicole Flounders said if Eastern didn’t
have Lantz Fieldhouse, the Panther track and field program would
be at a disadvantage.
“You’re sitting in the stands, you’re cold (without it)” Flounders
said. “It’s really hard to warm up.” If you are not warmed up, you’re
not ready to go fast until it is too late.”
The Fieldhouse was a key asset to Eastern athletics this weekend,
but what about the rest of the year?
Many Eastern athletic teams use Lantz Fieldhouse.
The field house has a six-lane, 200-meter track and five tennis courts.
It also has areas for the long jump and triple jump pit and pole vault
areas.
The facility measures 60,000 square feet and seats 600.
Primarily, the track and field team uses it.
“It’s such a nice facility that we can train in and do drills,” Flounders
said. “It makes for really good performances.”

»

see fieldhouse, Page 11

men’s soccer

SATURDAY 1981 Reunion Game |
Hyndman Day 1 p.m. Lakeside Field

triplethreat
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Former starting fullback and physical education major Davie Campione works out in the Lantz Fieldhouse on Tuesday afternoon. Campione is
training for a professional football combine in May.

softball | turnaround

Working their way up
Men’s track head coach Tom
Akers (above) and his team use Lantz
Fieldhouse during the indoor and
outdoor track season.
Other teams, including the softball,
baseball and tennis teams, use the
facility as well.
Lantz Fieldhouse opened in 1967
and has had major renovations since.
Those include a variety of surface
renovations such as a black asphalt
track, a red rubberized surface and a
blue Mondo surface.
Here are the top-three moments
from this past indoor track season at
Lantz Fieldhouse.
1. Women’s title – There was water
poured onto the track, except it was poured
on top of women’s head coach Mary
Wallace, first. The women’s team celebrated
its first Ohio Valley Conference team title.
Wallace was dumped with water for helping
the women win their first OVC title in either
indoor or outdoor. The OVC honored her
with women’s indoor track coach of the year.
2. Ellis’ provisional qualifying – At
the Mega Meet in January, senior pole
vaulter Kyle Ellis set a Division I qualifying
mark in the event. He cleared 5.20 meters
(17 feet, 0.75 inches).
Ellis holds the current indoor pole vault
record in Eastern history. When Dr. Maynard
“Pat” O’Brien was part of the committee
that helped design Lantz Fieldhouse, he
made sure that they had a higher roof for
pole vaulters.
3. Dan Strackeljahn’s mile – The
senior from Highland almost set the indoor
school record for the mile at the Friday Night
Special in February. Strackeljahn won the
race but came short of setting the school
record and finished in 4 minutes, 4.72
seconds.

– Kevin Murphy

Panthers not
discouraged by last
place standing
By Kevin Kenealy
Online Interactive Editor

Eastern softball is currently in
last place in the 10-team Ohio
Valley Conference.
Despite the lackluster play,
however, the team is optimistic
to turn things around – and
quickly.
The only team in the conference
Eastern has a winning record
against right now is Tennessee
State.
The Panthers won two of three
games against the Lady Tigers in a
home series in late March.
Where Eastern has struggled,
though, is on the road.
The Panthers are 1-7 in
conference road games.
Last year, the Panthers were 44 through their first eight OVC
games.
The women only have one
win on the road in OVC matchups, something head coach Kim
Schuette contributes to not yet
putting together a full game.
“We haven’t put together a full
seven-inning game yet,” Schuette
said. “For a while we were
struggling with our offense; then
we went on an error streak, and
yesterday, we had problems with
our pitchers.”
On Monday, Eastern split
their away trip with Indiana
University-Purdue
University
Indianapolis, with second game
starter Kathleen Jacoby having
a tough outing, giving up three
homeruns and six earned.
Eastern (15-20, 3-8 OVC)

women’s tennis |
Eastern 4, SEMO 3

Panthers’
win streak
still alive
Sasidharan loses first
singles match this year
By Kevin Kenealy
Online Interactive Editor

”No matter if we make it to
the tournament or not, we have
to start winning,” Schuette said.
“As a coach, you always want to
win two out of three, so we’ll have
to do some things and get some
wins against SEMO.”
Only the top six teams make
the conference tournament.
Sophomore outfielder Angela
Danca said she thinks some
people need to step up now and
take on a leader role.

It’s tough being perfect.
And junior Sandra Sasidharan’s
perfect record is no more.
Eastern’s No. 1 singles player
lost to Southeast Missouri’s Bryce
Kristal, losing her first singles
match of the year in the process.
But Sasidharan’s loss in singles
play didn’t affect her double play.
Sasidharan and partner Madina
Mambetova won their doubles
match and the Panthers won the
crucial doubles point in Tuesday’s
match against SEMO.
Eastern (11-7, 6-2 Ohio Valley
Conference) defeated SEMO 4-3
for its fifth straight conference win.
Sasidharan left the Darling Courts
Tuesday evening with her arms on
her hips, looking in the opposite
direction of the same courts where
she had just lost after winning her
first 17 matches of the season.
After suffering a 6-0 loss in the first
set, Sasidharan rallied to make the
match interesting in the second set.
Taking off the blue jacket she wore
in set one, Sasidharan showed
extra adrenaline in the next set.

»
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Head coach Kim Schutte’s team has struggled this year, but she feels
the Panthers can put together a run before the season ends.
Eastern vs. SEMO
» Doubleheader today at Williams Field
» EIU’s record: 15-20 (3-8 OVC)
- 10th place in Ohio Valley Conference
» SEMO’s record: 10-17 (4-5 OVC)
- 8th place in Ohio Valley Conference

still has 15 conference games left
this semester, with a home double
header against Southeast Missouri
(10-20, 4-8) today.
But Schuette wants to start
winning now.
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